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Dear TAID Members:

The 3rd TAID Legislative days, in Austin, were as

rewarding as they  were fast paced and exhilarating! On

February 28th and March 1st, 2005 TAID members walked

the halls of the Capitol. Over 160 ASID, IIDA  interior

designers, educators, students, supportive architects, industry

partners, clients and other interested parties were present.

We divided into small groups with several of our young

smart enthusiastic students  in each group to educate the

state legislators and their staffs regarding the elements of

the practice act and the impact of interior design on the health, safety and welfare of the public. 

We were very pleased to welcome Lieutenant Governor Dewhurst along with many Senators, Representatives and members

of their staffs to our legislative reception held the evening of the 28th at the Driskill Hotel. The event has grown each session

and proven to be a wonderful opportunity to visit with the legislators in a more relaxed setting.  

On Tuesday, the first of March, 2005

Representative Tony Goolsby read a resolution

on the floor of the House of Representatives on

behalf of Interior Designers; later in the day,

Governor Rick Perry presented us with a procla-

mation declaring March 1st, 2005 as Interior

Design Day in the State of Texas. Through all

of these wonderful events we were joined by the
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ASID National President, Anita Baltimore, FASID, from Nashville, Tennessee;

Deanna Waldron, Government & Public Affairs Director, and Linda

Sorrento, ASID Chapter Support Advisor, both from Washington, D.C.

All three worked diligently to deliver the message to your legislative members

on behalf of Texas and ASID National.

Since those eventful days in March we have appeared before the House

sub-committee of the Licensing and Administrative Procedures (L&AP)

speaking on behalf of HB1649. The bill was finally voted out of committee

on the 10th of May and placed on the General State Calendar on the 12th

where it sat along with 200 other bills waiting to be read on the House floor

prior to the deadline of May 13th.  Unfortunately, it was not read.  We along

with many others fought for a spot in and around the main issues of the

session: Education and Sales tax that held up bills in both the House and

the Senate. As I write this letter it would take a minor miracle for us to come

out of this session with a bill; that being said, it doesn’t mean we have quit

trying. Nor will it stop us from continuing to work toward our goal of an

Interior Design Practice Act during future sessions. And again, we will

look to you our fellow interior designers to help us accomplish our goal. We

all realize that it is not going to get any easier to pass a practice act in the

future. The opposition changes its colors like a chameleon, but each time

we become better prepared to stave off the opposition.  

What we all want is to see is, interior design remain a viable profession

with its own identity. Then those fabulous students that walked the halls

with us in February, looking to the future, will have the torch to carry down

those same halls. They understand, almost better than we, the value of an

interior design practice act. TAID, with your help, will hand our 

profession a Texas Interior Design Practice Act, if not today, tomorrow!    

Pat Campbell McLaughlin, ASID

TAID President

cont. from page 1
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Once again it is my pleasure to introduce our newest state board
member, Julie Reynolds.

You will read on page 7 long standing supporter and board member,
Lew Vassberg, has been appointed to the Texas Board of Architectural
Examiners (TBAE). We will miss Lew but Congratulate her on her new
board position, I am sure she will do a great job for the state of Texas.

Julie Reynolds, Allied ASID, is our new VP of Legislation. Julie is
originally from Independence,
Mo. She began Julie Reynolds
Interiors, Inc.  in 1981. They
do residential and commercial
interiors and architectural
graphics.

She is a registered interior
designer in Texas and holds an
NCIDQ certificate. She is also
active in the Texas Chapter of
ASID. Her volunteer positions
have included Dallas Association
Board, Programs, Commun-
ications, and DesignOvation
Chair in 2005. She started
working on the TAID North

Regional Board a couple of years ago. Julie is also a TRCC registered
remodeler and she is currently serving as President of the Dallas Independent
Designer Association.

TAID also extends congratulations to the Interior Designers of Iowa.
On Wednesday, May 4, Iowa Governor Tom Vilsack, signed the Iowa
Interior Design Title Act into law. The law outlines qualifications and
procedures for becoming a "registered interior designer" and creates
an Interior Design Examining Board under the Professional Licensing
and Regulation Division of the Iowa Department of Commerce. With
the governor's signature, Iowa becomes the 25th U.S. state or jurisdic-
tion to legally recognize the interior design profession. 

Senate Bill 405 was introduced on April 12 and referred to the Senate
Committee on Ways and Means. SB 405 passed the Senate on April 21
by a vote of 49-0. The bill then was referred to the House Committee
on State Government and passed the full House on April 28 by a vote
of 97-1. Companion bill, HB 714, was sponsored by Rep. Jeff Elgin.

Donna Vining, FASID, CAPS, RID
Executive Director

Executive Director News

During the 78th legislature session, (Acts 2003, 78th Leg., 
ch. 331, § 5.03, eff. Sept. 1, 2003) legislation was passed that
said:

The design of the seal must be the same as the design used
by the board, except that the words "Registered Interior Designer,
State of Texas" must be used instead of "Texas Board of Architectural
Examiners."

The TBAE Board has adopted the following design for use
by all professionals.  This rule is effective immediately, however
the Board has voted to allow you to use your old seal until
January 1, 2006, without penalty.

The good news for all of you is that TAID is taking orders
for the new seal design now.  See page 10 to purchase your new
seal. 

IMPORTANT NEWS
New Seal Design for all Interior Designers

New style of interior designer's seal.

Texas Board of Architectural Examiners

TBAE Board Meeting
June 6-7, 2005

Conference Room 225

Tower II of the Hobby Building

333 Guadalupe, Austin, TX 78701

Daniel Kauth welcomes new board
member, Julie Reynolds.
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Texas Interior Design Days
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Gulf Coast
By David  M. Hildebrand, TAID, Allied Member ASID

The Gulf Coast Regional Board is discussing a new event
consisting of a charity Wine Tasting and Auction and an Art Sale
to benefit TAID and Angel Flight. Stay tuned for more details
on this event and others.

Northeast  Region
By Carol Myers, ASID, IIDA

NE Region is preparing for this year’s third daylong session of
CEU courses on May 20th at the World Trade Center in Dallas
(See page 11).  There will be three more sessions, scheduled for
later in the year.  We are working diligently to offer classes that
meet the health/safety requirements of our state regulatory board,
TBAE.  Your support of these classes is appreciated!

Pat McLaughlin and Carol Myers met Donna Vining and
Marilyn Roberts at the Capitol to support Senator Florence
Shapiro’s Governor for the Day on February 9th.  We posed for
a photo with “Governor” (Senator) Shapiro, and hopefully will
have it in a future newsletter.

On another note, Julie Reynolds, previously on our NE Regional
Board, has recently been appointed to the state board; welcome
Julie!

Southern Region
By Ann Kilby, IIDA

On April 28th and 29th, TAID board members from around
the state met in Austin and met with as many legislators as possible
about the Practice Act, which is undergoing changes as the newsletter
is written. Members were able to answer questions from many
staff members about the pending Act.

Typical questions are included with our answers:
Q. Why do you want to be regulated? 
A. We want to define the Interior Design profession, and to

protect the welfare of the public in spaces where there are
health and safety issues, for instance as there are in restaurants,
hotels, hospitals and retirement centers.

Q. Is a Practice Act good for big companies, and bad for
small ones? 

A. Marilyn Roberts, who is co-owner of a two person design
firm, answered that her company is quite small, but that she
frequently deals with health and safety issues when working
with living areas for the elderly in retirement facilities.  She also
practices residential design, and told the staffer that it is not at
all unusual for there to be a variety of projects within a design
firm.

Q. What kind of training is involved in becoming a
licensed designer?

A. An interior designer will graduate from a FIDER-accred-
ited college, and then work under a licensed designer for a two-

year interval to gain valuable experience. They are then eligible
to take the NCIDQ test, which covers building codes, ADA
issues and other health and safety-related issues, as well as busi-
ness principles and ethics.  A third part of this test requires that
the candidate have a thorough knowledge of space planning,
lighting and other building details.

Q. Are decorators and architects against this? 
A. Some architects and decorators do not understand that

this Practice Act exempts them specifically and they have been
afraid that the Practice Act will hurt their businesses.  We hope
to be able to show them that this act is good for everyone.  We
will raise the bar for Interior Designers' competency, the public
will benefit because they can be sure that the designer they hire
for their public space will do a thorough job of providing for
the health, safety and welfare of their end-users, and just as
important, the architects, decorators and those who work in
retail showrooms will continue to work as they always have.
We have many members who are decorators and when they
need help, they collaborate with architects, interior designers
and building designers.  We included specific language so that
all interior decorators would be able to carry on business as
usual.  TAID celebrates all aspects of design.

Western Region
By Andrea D. Freeman, ASID

The West Region had
an unprecedented repre-
sentation at the 2005
Legislative Days in
Austin February 27th
thru March 1st.  We
had designers, students,
and educators from El
Paso, Lubbock, Mid-
land, Odessa, San
Angelo, and many other
areas of our far-flung
region who represented
our area exceptionally
by meeting one-on-one
with their legislators 
at the State Capitol,
networking with other
designers and students
and generally learning
more about our current
bills in the 79th Texas
Legislature.

For those who
attended, it was an
incredible experience
to see how TAID,

Donna Vining and Speaker Craddick
while touring his office.

Nadine Craddick explains some of the history
behind the House Speaker's apartment to
Pat McLaughlin and Donna Vining.

News from Around the State
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ASID, and IIDA were able to work together for the best interest
of our profession.  I was so proud to see so many young students
from Tech so enthusiastic and excited to be part of history, as well
as meeting with Anita Baltimore, FASID,  the ASID National
President.

We walked many hallways in the capitol, meeting senators and
representatives, or their staff, if they happened to be in session.
During those meetings, we presented our position on interior
design registration, which many times included lots of history

and questions from them,
if we were lucky.  I was so
impressed by the number
of well-spoken designers,
students, and educators we
have in our area!   

One of the highlights of
the weekend for me was the
opportunity to tour the
private apartment of Speaker
of the House, Tom
Craddick, and his wife
Nadine.  Pat McLaughlin,

TAID President,
Donna Vining,TAID
Executive Director,
Jay Brown, TAID
Lobbyist, my son
Jordan, a Political
Science major at Texas
A&M, and  I were
offered the chance to
tour the apartment,
with Mrs. Craddick
as guide.  She is the
ultimate Texas histo-
rian, and we had a
wonderful time seeing the only private residence in a state capitol.   

The 2005 Legislative Days were an unqualified success, although
the final outcome  of a successful bill passing remains to be
seen.  I want to personally thank all of you that were able to attend,
and to assure the rest of you that you were well represented.  After
spending several days meeting lots of new friends and renewing
many old friendships, I have never been prouder to be a 
“West Texan!” 

News from Around the State cont.

Speaker Tom Craddick and Jordan
Freeman.

Andrea Freeman joins Denise Hostick and
other members of the facilities planning
team at Texas Tech.

AUSTIN, Texas – Governor Rick Perry has appointed James S.
Walker, II of Houston as one of four architect members on the Texas
Board of Architectural Examiners. He replaced R. Nolen Willis of
Bellaire, whose term expired. Walker is Principal of James S. Walker
Architects in Houston and is a licensed architect and interior designer
in Texas. He also is a licensed architect in Ohio, the District of Columbia,
and South Carolina. Walker received his Bachelor of Architecture and
Bachelor of Science degrees from the University of Houston, and a
Master of Arts in Sociology from Texas Southern University. He has
taught at Texas Southern University, Houston Community College,
Prairie View A & M, the University of Houston, Houston I. S. D.
High School for Engineering Professions, and Florida A & M. He is
a member of numerous professional, civic, and volunteer organiza-
tions, and has received several notable awards, including in 2004 the
Pinnacle Award for Afro-American Business Achievement.

AUSTIN, Texas – Governor Rick Perry has appointed Peggy "Lew"
Vassberg of Lyford as the Interior Designer member of the Texas Board
of Architectural Examiners. She replaced Alan Lauck of Santa Fe,
New Mexico (formerly of Dallas), whose term expired. Vassberg is
President and owner of Valley Designs in Harlingen, a firm known
for its expertise in medical and commercial interior design and project
management.Vassberg attended Texas Tech University and completed

further studies at the Center for Health Care Design and the Institute
of Industrial Engineers. She currently serves on the Board of Regents
of the American Academy of Healthcare Interior Design, is Legislative
Vice President of the Texas Association for Interior Designers, and
serves on numerous other professional, civic, and community 
organizations.

AUSTIN, Texas – Governor Rick Perry has appointed Rosemary
A. Gammon of Plano to serve as a public member on the Texas Board
of Architectural Examiners. She replaced Anthony Trevino, Jr. of
Laredo, whose term expired. Gammon currently is National Accounts
Manager for Orthofix, Inc. in Plano. Her many responsibilities include
meeting with key staff at the state capitol on insurance payor issues
including workers' compensation. Gammon studied business manage-
ment at the University of South Alabama and in 1998 received her
Professional certification (PAHM) from the Academy of Healthcare
Management. She has been a guest lecturer at Baylor University's
Louise Herrington School of Nursing, graduate program. Gammon
currently serves on the Texas Association of Business state board and
the Texas Workers' Compensation Medical Advisory Committee and
has served on the Texas Department of Insurance Clean Claims Task
Force. She is affiliated with numerous other health care, civic, and
community organizations.

TBAE News
(TEXAS BOARD OF ARCHITECTURAL EXAMINERS)

New Board Members Announced
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TBAE News
(TEXAS BOARD OF ARCHITECTURAL EXAMINERS)

1.234/3.234/5.244  SUSPENSION OF REGISTRATION
(a) If suspension of a person’s registration is the appropriate sanction

for a violation of a statutory provision or rule enforced by the
Board, the Board and the administrative law judge shall apply the
following guidelines to determine whether the suspension will be
active or probated:
(1) The Board and the administrative law judge shall impose an

active suspension upon a finding that the respondent:
(A) violated a statutory provision or rule enforced by the Board

that demonstrated gross negligence or recklessness, or the
conduct posed which caused a serious threat to the health or
safety of the public;

(B) violated a statutory provision or rule enforced by the Board
which caused economic damage to property in excess of
$1,000;

(C) committed a violation of a statutory provision or rule enforced
by the Board while the respondent’s registration was on
probated suspension;

(D) has a sanction history including at least two findings by
the Board that the respondent engaged in conduct for which
the respondent’s registration could have been suspended or
revoked pursuant to Section 1.232/3.232/5.242; or

(E) would likely engage in the practice of Architecture/Landscape
Architecture/Interior Design in a manner that does not comply
with a standard or practice normally followed by a reason-
ably prudent Architect/Landscape Architect/Interior Designer
under the same or similar circumstances.

(2) In any case in which active suspension is not warranted, the suspen-
sion imposed by the Board shall be probated.
(b) A person whose registration is under active suspension may not

engage in the Practice of Architecture/Landscape Architecture/Interior
Design. A person whose registration is under active suspension
may not Supervise and Control or have Responsible Charge over
the Practice of Architecture/Landscape Architecture/Interior
Design by another.

(c) The Board may impose any of the following terms and condi-
tions upon the practice of a person whose registration is subject
to a probated suspension:
(1) monitoring of practice, including mandatory submission of

information to the Board and random and unannounced
visits by personnel of the Board to investigate compliance
with the terms of the probated suspension;

(2) directed continuing education on applicable subjects, including
ethics training, in excess of the continuing education require-
ments applicable to all Registrants;

(3)  limitations on scope of practice;
(4)  mandatory Supervision and Control of practice by another

registered Architect/Landscape Architect/Interior Designer;
and

(5) successful completion of a rehabilitation program pursuant
to Section 1.150/3.150/5.159.

(d) If a person violates the terms of a probated suspension of regis-
tration, the Board may:
(1) prolong the period of probated suspension;
(2) impose an active suspension of registration; or
(3) impose additional terms and conditions upon the probated

suspension.
(e) If a person engages in the Practice of Architecture/Landscape

Architecture/Interior Design while the person’s registration is
subject to an active suspension, the Board may impose any or all
of the following:
(1)  issue an order restraining any further practice by the person;
(2) impose an administrative penalty;
(3) impose an additional period of suspension; or
(4) revoke the person’s certificate of registration.
(f) In addition to fulfilling the terms and conditions of a probated

or active suspension of registration, a person must fulfill the
requirements of Section 1.178/3.178/5.188 in order to obtain
reinstatement of the person’s suspended certificate of 
registration.

New Rules and Amendments Proposed by the Board at the October 12, 2004 Board Meeting
Adopted January 24, 2005 Board Meeting

New Rules 1.234, 3.234, and 5.244 adopted with change to (a)(1)(A):

(a) Effective January 1, 2002, a Candidate’s passing grade for any
section of the examination is valid for five (5) years. Each Candidate
who, after December 31, 2001, is approved for examination by the
Board must pass all sections of the examination within five (5) years
after the date the Candidate passes a section of the examination. A
Candidate approved for examination by the Board after December
31, 2001, who does not pass all sections of the examination within
five (5) years after passing a section of the examination approval will
forfeit credit for the  each section of the examination passed and must
pass that section of the examination again.

(b Each Candidate approved for examination by the Board prior to
January 1, 2002, must pass all sections of the examination no later than
December 31, 2006. A Candidate approved for examination by the
Board prior to January 1, 2002, who does not pass all sections of the
examination by December 31, 2006, will forfeit credit for each
section of the examination the candidate passed before January 1, 2002
and must pass each of those sections again.  The candidate’s passing
grade for any section of the examination taken after January 1, 2002,
is valid for five (5) years.

Proposed Amendment - Rules 1.43/3.43/5.53 adopted as proposed
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TBAE News
(TEXAS BOARD OF ARCHITECTURAL EXAMINERS)

The Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation (TDLR)
recently made changes to the rules that affect the computation of
time for determining the five-day submission deadline for Texas
Accessibility Standards (TAS) plan review. The deadline requires
the submission of plans for review within five days after they are
issued. Under the new definition, releasing plans in order to apply

for a building permit or to obtain regulatory approval or for construc-
tion is considered issuance of the plans which begins the five-day
submission period. Visit TDLR's Web site for further information
about the amended rules which became effective 2/1/05:
www.license.state.tx.us/ab/abrules.htm.

By Ray Levy, Sunbelt Window Film, President

We all like the natural light the sun provides…bright, cheerful
sunshine makes us happy. It can brighten up a home and make
it more inviting.  But, sunshine is not without its problems; causing
considerable frustration when not kept in check.  

The hot Texas sun heats up our homes, making a room uncom-
fortable and sometimes unbearable while drastically increasing
our monthly electric bills.  Wonderful new and attractive Sun
Control Films can lower electric bills, saving on air conditioning
costs.  I never met a homeowner who doesn’t appreciate a lower
electric bill.  

Often the elderly are bothered with cataracts and excessive glare
can be a problem.  Window film can remove unwanted glare by
as much as 95%, although the more popular films lessen glare in
the 48%-65% range.  For those with sensitive skin removing ultra
violet can be a blessing and can allow the homeowner to move
more freely around their home without further trepidation of
their sensitively to these harmful rays.  

Draperies, wood floors, delicate fabrics, furnishings and fine
art can all be damaged from those same harmful ultra violet rays,
visible light, (sunshine) and heat, costly for your clients and unset-
tling for you, the designer. Excessive fading damage from ultra
violet is the most common reason for the use of a Sun Control
Film by Interior Designers.

Window Film will improve the safety of glass.  When glass shat-
ters, flying shards can become dangerous missiles and cause terri-
fying injuries and destruction to anything in its path.  Thicker,
stronger window films can keep glass in the frame, where it belongs.
I know first hand, my home was nearly destroyed by a tornado;
the film was a tremendous help and prevented further damage
from broken glass and driving rain.  Safety and Security film, will

give peace of mind, whether your anxiety comes from a badly
thrown baseball, a golfer with a bad slice, vandalism or violent
weather. 

Window Film…A Wonderful Solution 
Like so many other technologies, the Window Film industry

has grown up. New advancements have made remarkable improve-
ments in Window Film; from appearance to performance, it’s
changing the way we live with the sun and leaves us with more
window treatment options.  Yes! Window Film is safe for dual
pane glass and with the correct film choice is warranted for as
long as your client lives in their home and transferable should
they move.   

Give your clients a cheerful home filled with sunshine; recom-
mend Window Film.  There are dozens of window film products
on the market for residential application.  How the film performs
is important, and you have a wide range to select from.  However,
more important is appearance.  If the installation doesn’t look
good on your client’s home, no one is happy.

Being in the Window Film business for 44 years I know the
importance of a professionally installed Sun Control Film and
have been helping homeowners protect their furnishings, lowering
electric bills, removing dangerous and harmful ultra violet rays
and making glass safer.  I am a very active Industry Partner in the
Gulf Coast Chapter and a true supporter of ASID and TAID.
As a Window Film professional with experience as a dealer, distrib-
utor, trainer, speaker and consultant, I have the practical exper-
tise to recommend the ideal window film solution to your client’s
window and glass door problems.

Please feel free to contact me directly to shed the best light on
your work and add to your peace of mind. 

281-579-0200  -  800-324-7575 or ray@sunsmartfilm.com.

Living in The Hot Texas Sun
“The Interior Designer Survival Guide”

Industry Partner News
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NEW  Design mandated by the State
EFFECTIVE January 1, 2006



Spring 2005 – 11

Continuing Education

TAID’s First
Correspondence Course

Earn .3 CEPH today in your own home

Rules and Regulations for 
Interior Designers in Texas

Course #7463

The materials necessary will be sent to you within two weeks. You
will take the class online via your computer. When finished, mail
or fax in your answers and we will send you a certificate within

two weeks of receipt of your completed questionnaire. 

TAID will have more correspondence CEPH courses in the fall.

Send your name, address, 
and check for $65.00 to

TAID
11418 Hylander Drive
Houston, TX 77070
www.supporttaid.org

Remember...
When you complete your classes with TAID, 

We track them for you; Your money stays in Texas; and 
Your money goes to support your profession, not individuals.

It's Not Too Late!
Get .8 CEU’s

May 20th, 2005
Dallas

If you cannot attend, don’t worry, you can still get .3 CEU
including J Barrier Free. Learn more about the Rules and Regulations
for Interior Designers in Texas #7463

.3 CEU for $65.00

Mail your check today to:
TAID
11419 Hylander Drive
Houston, Texas 77070

Your materials will be sent to you within two weeks. You will
take the class using your computer and the internet. Then mail or
fax in your answers (281-257-3523) and we will send you a certifi-
cate within two weeks of receipt of your complete questionnaire.

Upcoming class dates at WTC:
July 15 • Sept. 23 • Nov. 18

Visit our website for details

www.supportTAID.com

http://www.supporttaid.org 
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