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Dear Members:,

When I was first trying to think of what has been happening since I last reported to you, it seemed like all has been quiet, with little activity

since the legislative session ended in May. I realized that is not entirely true. Already the TAID board is working on ideas and making plans for

the 2009 legislative session. We will again introduce the Interior Design Practice Act. With each legislative session we hope to be successful in

our efforts. With each session that passes, we learn more about the political ways and understand better how to work with both legislators and

with opposing legislative coalitions.

In our preparations for the 2009 session Donna Vining, Pat McLaughlin, and I, along with our lobbyists, attended a Texas Board of

Architectural Examiners Legislative Summit Meeting in October. This is a new effort that the TBAE has initiated for the three professions

under their regulation (architects, landscape architects, and interior designers) to meet and discuss their issues and legislative goals. The intent is

for the professions to cooperate with each other. In our case, we hope to be working with the representatives for the architects to create wording

for our practice act that both our professions can accept. Wouldn’t that be wonderful to not have their opposition during the next session? It is

a lofty goal, but not an impossible one.

The TBAE is still in the midst of defending the Interior Design Title Act against the four decorators who brought a lawsuit against them and

the State of Texas. The lawsuit claims that our title act, any interior design title act, is unconstitutional in that it inhibits the freedom of speech.

Their thought is that even if a person has not fulfilled the qualifications to be a licensed interior designer they should still be allowed to call

themselves an interior designer, if the person performs the same services that a licensed interior design does. The TBAE can not talk about the

lawsuit, but rest assured they and the Texas Attorney General believe in our Title Act and are definitely defending it.

When I first became a member of the TAID board seven years ago, I knew nothing about politics. I could not understand many of the conver-

sations in our board meetings, nor did I have a good grasp of the purpose of a Practice Act for the interior design profession. I have learned so

much and now actually enjoy having the ability to converse intelligently about interior design legislation and politics in general. I’m

mentioning this because TAID needs more designers to be actively involved. You do not have to be a whiz at politics; you just need to have a

concern about preserving our profession and elevating it to a more professional level. Please contact me if you are interested in being involved

on any level, marilyn@supporttaid.org. We will welcome you with open arms!

Marilyn Roberts, ASID, RID

President, Texas Association for Interior Design
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Executive Director News
At the last TBAE board meeting held in Austin on October

16-17, TAID President Marilyn Roberts presented an award of
appreciation to Chairman Gordon E. Landreth. Chairman
Landreth has served as chair ofTBAE for the last three years where
he dedicated his time and service to represent the three profes-
sions regulated by the board equally.

The Gulf Coast Regional Board voted after our last newsletter
had already gone to press to postpone our 3rd Art Gala, due to
some conflicting events. The good news is they just postponed
the event. We are thrilled to announce our new date of February
8th. We appreciate all of the support from our industry partners
and we look forward to a great event.

This is the time of year when the politicians start their campaigns.
Remember that all state representatives are elected every two years.
State Senators have six year staggered terms. I would like to
encourage all of you to get involved. Volunteer to stuff envelopes,
put signs in yards or whatever is asked. You will be deeply
appreciated by the legislators and the experiences will be grati-
fying for you.

Donna Vining, FASID,IIDA,RID,CAPS
Executive Director

SAVE THE DATE
3rd Annual TAID Gala
Art Show and Auction

Feb. 8th, 2008, 5-8pm

Haworth Showroom
2 E. Greenway Plaza, Suite 100, Houston, TX 77046-0204

Be sure to look for our postcard with all the details

This is a great way to support TAID and find affordable

art for yourself, your clients or as gifts. I bought four

paintings last year and it was a win/win for TAID and

me. I hope to see you there, Donna

Marilyn Roberts, President and Chairman Gordon Landreth

Interior Design Rep to Board, Lew Vassberg; Chairman Gordon
Landreth; Executive Director - Donna Vining

Texas Board of Architectural Examiners Board Members. Standing
from left, Alfred Vidaurri, Jr., Rosemary Gammon, Lew Vassberg,
Gordon Landreth, Diane Steinbrueck. Seated – Kyle Garner and
James Walker
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Spotlight on our Board Members
Amanda Kendall, IIDA, RID
IIDA Representative

I am a licensed Interior Designer in the State of Texas and an active member of TAID and

IIDA. I have served as IIDA Dallas City Center Director, Director of Communications and

currently sit on the IIDA Texas/ Oklahoma Chapter Board as Vice President of Government

and Regulatory Affairs. As part of my role on the IIDA chapter board I have been given the

privilege of serving on the TAID board as well, as the IIDA Representative.

I moved to Dallas in 1996 after graduating from Oklahoma State University. In my 11

years in the design industry I have worked for several architectural/ interior design firms

with focus on government, healthcare and hospitality, but primarily commercial interior design. I also worked for 4 years as a

sales representative and just within the last 2 years decided to come back to the design side. Most recently I worked for SG

Design, Inc. and this November I accepted a position with Gensler in Dallas as a senior interior designer/ project manager. Being

involved in several aspects of the interior design industry has taught me a lot about all of the facets of our profession and it has

helped grow my passion for interior design legislation.

Working for an architectural/ interior design firm gives me a little different perspective of legislation than those who are sole

practitioners. I think many designers who do work for a firm are not aware of what is at stake for our profession if we do not

focus on our future. While we all realize the importance of legislation if we work for ourselves, when you work for a firm I think

a lot of times we get lost in where we are, not what we are. For me it is not only about recognizing that someday I may want to

work for myself but about how hard I have worked to call myself an interior designer. I personally do not want anyone to take

that away from me. I think by continuing to support interior design legislation we are also raising the awareness of what we do

and this only continues to educate the public that interior designers do truly protect the health, safety and welfare of the public.

Aside from being a volunteer for TAID and IIDA, I have a wonderful husband, Jason, who is a tremendous support of my

volunteer time. I am also a huge sports fan and can be seen on Saturdays decked in orange cheering for my OSU Cowboys.

I have really enjoyed being a part of the interior design legislation process. It has been great to see just over my 4 years of

involvement how much interior design legislation has grown around the country. Being from Oklahoma, I was proud to see their

Interior Design Title Act go into effect this July. Knowing now how the process works and that Texas has had a Title Act since

1991, just makes me realize how thankful we should be to those volunteers before us who have gotten us thus far.
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Legislative News
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Legislative News
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Continuing Education
TAID’s First

Correspondence Course

Earn .3 CEPH today in your own home

Rules and Regulations for
Interior Designers in Texas

Course #7463

The materials necessary will be sent to you within two weeks. You
will take the class online via your computer. When finished, mail
or fax in your answers and we will send you a certificate within

two weeks of receipt of your completed questionnaire.

TAID will have more correspondence CEPH courses in the fall.

Send your name, address,
and check for $65.00 to

TAID
11418 Hylander Drive
Houston, TX 77070
www.supporttaid.org

Remember...
When you complete your classes with TAID,

We track them for you; Your money stays in Texas; and
Your money goes to support your profession, not individuals.

FUTURE CEU DATES

DALLAS
Feb 22

April 18

June6

Aug 1

Sept 19

Nov 7

All classes will be held at the
World Trade Center, Room 9065

Check our website for more details.
www.supporttaid.org

WE HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE

Dallas CEU’s continue to stand out as excellent education at an affordable rate. TAID is

very grateful to all of the excellent CEU providers to donate their time and talents to make

this an outstanding educational opportunity.

TAID will continue to strive for the best in educational opportunities. One hour will also

be on sustainable or energy efficient design standards which is going to become another

mandate from TBAE for renewals after September 1, 2008.

THANKS TO ALL OF YOU WHO ATTEND FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT

http://www.supporttaid.org
http://www.supporttaid.org 
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TBAE News
(TEXAS BOARD OF ARCHITECTURAL EXAMINERS)

Gordon E. Landreth, AIA, Chair Peter L. Pfeiffer, FAIA
Architect Member Architect Member

Alfred Vidaurri Jr., AIA, Vice-Chair Diane Steinbrueck, RLA

Architect Member Landscape Member

Rosemary A. Gammon, PAHM Lew Vassberg, ASID

Secretary-Treasurer AAHID – Interior Designer

Kyle Garner James S. Walker II, AIA

Public Member Architect

Janet Parnell Cathy L. Hendricks, RID, ASID, IIDA

Public Member Executive Director

Board Members &
Executive Director

Question:

Why are licensure fees so high for the state of Texas, compared with other states? From out-of-state colleagues, I know that the fees

for Texas are double those of some states.

Answer:

This is a common question, and the answer is simple. The answer lies in the way that the state of Texas uses its taxing authority. In

Texas, interior designers are exempt from charging sales tax on design services, as with a few other services. Interior designers are also

exempt from some requirements for competitive bidding when dealing with public institutions.

The catch, however, is that all licensed interior designers are charged $200 per year—a mandatory general purpose tax that goes

directly to the general revenue fund. That $200 is a part of the full TBAE registration fee, which until September 1 was $310 for in-

state professionals.

As a partial salve to Texas design professionals, TBAE recently reduced the annual registration fees by $5 for in-state active status

renewal fees (now totaling $305, which includes the $200 mandatory fee for general revenue) and halved several other fees like emer-

itus and inactive registrations.



NEW Design mandated by the State
EFFECTIVE January 1, 2006


